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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serv., Interior § 32.4 

hunting regulations for migratory 
game bird, upland game, and big game 
hunting appear in §§ 32.20 through 32.72. 

(g) The use of any drug on any arrow 
for bow hunting on national wildlife 
refuges is prohibited. Archers may not 
have arrows employing such drugs in 
their possession on any national wild-
life refuge. 

(h) The unauthorized distribution of 
bait and the hunting over bait is pro-
hibited on wildlife refuge areas. (Bait-
ing is authorized in accordance with 
State regulations on national wildlife 
refuges in Alaska). 

(i) The use of nails, wire, screws or 
bolts to attach a stand to a tree, or 
hunting from a tree into which a metal 
object has been driven to support a 
hunter is prohibited on wildlife refuge 
areas. 

(j) The use or possession of alcoholic 
beverages while hunting is prohibited. 

(k) You may possess only approved 
nontoxic shot while in the field, which 
we identify in 50 CFR 20.21(j), while on 
Waterfowl Production Areas, or on cer-
tain other areas of the National Wild-
life Refuge System as delineated on 
maps, leaflets and/or signs, available at 
each refuge headquarters or posted at 
each refuge, or as stated in refuge-spe-
cific regulations. Where we allow tur-
key and deer hunting, you may use 
slugs and shot containing lead to hunt 
these species unless prohibited by ref-
uge-specific regulations and/or State 
law. 

(l) The refuge-specific regulations 
(§ 32.20 through § 32.72) may include the 
items discussed in § 32.3(b). Refuge per-
mits and brochures should also include 
those items and any special conditions 
allowed by paragraph (f) of this sec-
tion. 

[58 FR 5064, Jan. 19, 1993, as amended at 63 
FR 46914, Sept. 3, 1998; 65 FR 30777, May 12, 
2000; 67 FR 58943, Sept. 18, 2002] 

§ 32.3 What are the procedures for 
publication of refuge-specific hunt-
ing regulations? 

(a) Refuge-specific hunting regula-
tions are issued only at the time of or 
after the determination and publica-
tion of the opening of a wildlife refuge 
area to migratory game bird, upland 
game or big game hunting. 

(b) Refuge-specific hunting regula-
tions may contain the following items: 

(1) Wildlife species that may be hunt-
ed; 

(2) Seasons; 
(3) Bag limits; 
(4) Methods of hunting; 
(5) Description of areas open to hunt-

ing; or 
(6) Other provisions as required. 
(c) Refuge-specific hunting regula-

tions will not liberalize existing State 
laws or regulations. 

(d) Refuge-specific hunting regula-
tions are subject to change and the 
public is invited to submit suggestions 
and comments for consideration at any 
time. 

(e) We initially publish refuge-spe-
cific hunting regulations in the daily 
issue of the FEDERAL REGISTER, and 
subsequently they appear in §§ 32.20 
through 32.72, except that the refuge 
manager may adopt and issue relevant 
refuge-specific season dates and times 
after the State establishes its hunting 
seasons by publication through one or 
more of the methods identified in § 25.31 
of this subchapter C. 

(f) Refuge-specific hunting regula-
tions may be amended or new condi-
tions imposed at any time during the 
hunting season when unpredictable 
changes occur in wildlife populations, 
habitat conditions or in other factors 
affecting a refuge’s wildlife resources. 
Changes in refuge-specific hunting reg-
ulations made under the conditions 
noted in this paragraph (f) can be in 
force only for the one season to which 
the changes apply. 

[58 FR 5064, Jan. 19, 1993, as amended at 67 
FR 58943, Sept. 18, 2002] 

§ 32.4 Opening of wildlife refuge areas 
to fishing. 

Wildlife refuge areas may be opened 
to sport fishing only after a determina-
tion is made that this activity is com-
patible with the purposes for which the 
refuge was established. In addition, the 
sport fishing program must be con-
sistent with principles of sound fishery 
management and otherwise be in the 
public interest. The opening or closing 
of wildlife refuge areas to fishing is 
subject to the rulemaking require-
ments of the Administrative Procedure 
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